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OFSTED FEEDBACK
• Pupils enjoy coming to school. They told us that learning is fun and exciting. As one 

said, ‘We love school. It’s awesome!’

• Leaders and staff share the same high aspirations for all pupils to do well. This 

includes pupils with special educational need

• Leaders have shown real determination in improving the quality of education in 

recent years

• Staff are proud to work at the school. They speak very highly of the team spirit. They 

appreciate that leaders are mindful of their workload and do not ask them to do 

anything that will not benefit the pupils.

• Staff expect pupils to behave well. They want pupils to work hard and do their best. 
Pupils are polite to adults and each other

• Pupils feel safe in school. They told us that the adults take good care of them. The 

relationships between staff and pupils are very positive



OFSTED FEEDBACK:

CURRICULUM

• Leaders have formulated a clear plan for the content and sequencing of 
knowledge in subjects across the curriculum.

• Leaders are well on the way to making sure that all subjects are planned and 
delivered well.   

• In some subjects, such as mathematics and science, the plans are very 
detailed. 

• In other subjects, these plans are less detailed. 

• Leaders should ensure that the curriculum for all subjects is planned in detail 
throughout the school. 

• Leaders should implement a clear strategy to ensure that pupils remember 
important curriculum content in the long term for all subjects.



CURRICULUM INTENT

To implement a broad, balanced 

and exciting curriculum that 

develops all pupils as 

independent, confident and 

successful learners, effectively 

building on prior knowledge and 

skills. 



EYFS CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
Ofsted September 2019:

“Children get off to a super start in the Reception class. There are clear routines for 
children to follow. After just three weeks in school, children play and learn happily 
together. Children behave well in the Reception class. Adults take every opportunity to 
improve children’s vocabulary and early mathematics skills. They provide wellchosen
activities for children to learn both indoors and out.”

• Personalised curriculum tailored to their interests (In the Moment Planning)

• Specialist teacher is EYFS. Secure knowledge of EYFS Curriculum and 
expectations. 

• Next Step: Outline specific key knowledge that the children MUST know by end 
of EYFS to share with all staff. 



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
Advent 1

(Autumn 1)

Advent 2

(Autumn 2)

Lent 1

(Spring 1)

Lent 2

(Spring 2)

Pentecost 1

(Summer 1)

Pentecost 2

(Summer 2)

Year 1

Space Why can’t a meerkat live in the 

North Pole?

What could you feed a 

dinosaur for tea?

Which is stronger: a medieval 

castle or a bouncy castle?

What books did your 

Grandparents read?

Would you find a Tiger in Eureka 

Park?

Year 2

Local History – Entertainment Where would you prefer to live, 

England or Africa?

Why did the Titanic sink?  What was it like when the 

Queen came to the throne in 

1953?

Why do we love to be beside 

the seaside? 

How have Rosa Parks, Nelson 

Mandela and Winston Churchill 

made the world a better place?

Year 3

Local History – Made in 

Swadlincote

Why do so many people choose 

to go to the Mediterranean for 

their holiday? 

Who first lived in Britain? Why has Greece always 

been in the news?

What makes the Earth angry? 

Year 4

Local History - Trams Where would you chose to build a 

city in France?

Why is London such a 

cool place to live?

Why were the Romans so 

powerful and what did we 

learn from them?

Who were the early law 

makers?

Why were the Norman castle 

certainly not bouncy? 

Year 5

Local History – Coal Mines Why should gunpowder, treason 

and plot never be forgotten? 

Were the Anglo Saxons 

really smashing? 

Why should the rainforest be 

important to us all?

How can we rediscover the 

wonders of Ancient Egypt?

What is so special about the USA?

Year 6

Local History – People Why is water important? To be or not be, that is the question. Were the Vikings always 

victorious and vicious?

Why was the Islamic civilisation 

around AD900 know as the 

“Golden Age” (3 weeks)

Who were the Mayans and what 

have we learnt from them? (3 

weeks) 



KNOWLEDGE 

KNOW MORE

How?

Planning a coherent and sequenced curriculum for all subjects 

Planning the knowledge that the pupils need to know in specific detail for all year groups and all 
subjects

Teaching knowledge

Pre-Learning and Post-Learning 

REMEMBER MORE

How?

Wow moment to begin each unit

Revisiting and revising prior and new knowledge

Knowledge Organisers

Create a product at the end of each unit – memory books, presentations



KNOWLEDGE PROGRESSION GRID 



KNOWLEDGE PROGRESSION GRID 



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS



MATHS

Ofsted September 2019: 

“Mathematics is taught well throughout the school. Teachers 
explain new ideas clearly and check that pupils have understood. 
If pupils need help, adults provide it quickly. They make good use 
of equipment to help pupils learn.”

• Power Maths approach

• Fluent in 5 for arithmetic

• Use of equipment

• Times Tables- Rockstars

• Part of the Maths Hub and Windham Academy Research School



EARLY READING AND 

PHONICS 
Ofsted September 2019: 

“A top priority for leaders is that children start learning 

to read right from the start of the Reception class. 

Teachers give pupils books that are at the right level for 

them so that they can use the sounds they have 

learned to read the words. Pupils are enthusiastic about 

reading.”



HOW DO WE TEACH READING?

Systematic Synthetic Phonics
We use an approach called Synthetic Phonics. This is a 
method of teaching reading which first teaches the letter 
sounds and then builds up to blending these sounds together 
to achieve full pronunciation of whole words.

Mrs Jones and Mrs Farmer will be running Phonics Workshop 
for Parents on 11th November at 1.30pm.

This will be full of information, knowledge and practical  
activities that you can do with your children at home. 



HOW DO WE TEACH READING?

Reading regularly at home = quicker progress

Reading Books

Individual Reading

Small Group Reading

Whole Class Shared Reading to teach and embed 
reading skills

Echo Reading to improve fluency 



THEOLOGICAL LITERACY

Knowledge of the Bible






