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Religious Education teaching at St Edward’s Catholic Academy underpins the sentiment of our mission
statement. At St Edward’s Catholic Academy, all our staff aim to fulfil the mission statement with
collaboration, co-operation and mutual support in order that our children, their families and the wider
community are served and supported. Our mission statement is:

“True Mind, True Heart, True Spirit; as we grow in the image of Christ.”

We aim to teach our Catholic message through our R.E. teaching and through our example as committed
members of our school community so that we deepen our love and understanding of God, building a
community where every individual is valued. We want to show that we value every individual as a
unique creation of God, considering differences and through considered planning, questioning and
reasoning encourage each member of our community to develop and grow. We aim to guide our
children in their experience of God, as they develop their knowledge and love, introducing them to the
various ministries which they can fulfil in the parish community. It is important to our school that we
help develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their Catholic faith to daily life. We
want our children to witness what it means to live out our faith every day as they belong to our school,
their families and our parish community. As a school, we promote the building of character through our
school virtues. We teach the children these virtues within our learning and they underpin our mission to
ensure all children ‘grow in the image of Christ’ in their daily lives. We follow Jesus’ social and moral
teaching to help us become responsible global neighbours and how this affects the way we treat each
other. RE is the core curriculum subject at St Edward’s, developments made within the teaching of RE
enrich the entirely of our curriculum and shapes our approach to education. Senior leaders rigorously
monitor and quality assure the provision of RE, assessing the implementation of the new RED
curriculum and its impact on children.

Religious education is the core of the core curriculum and is to be the source and summit of the whole curriculum.
Religious education is an academic discipline with the same systematic demands and rigour as other disciplines.

Religious education is to be delivered within a broad and balanced curriculum, where it informs every aspect of the
curriculum. Every other subject is to be informed by religious education and have a strong relationship with it.

In each year of compulsory schooling, religious education is to be taught for at least 10% curriculum time within
each repeating cycle of the regular school timetable.

RED, 2023
The purpose of religious education: fully religious and genuinely educational

Religious education is religious by virtue of its intent to serve the missionary mandate of the school. The
Catholic school is a community of faith, and religious education is where that faith seeks understanding, where
pupils learn to love God with all their minds, where they learn to ‘know their creed so well that they can give an
account of it’. (St John Henry Newman) In an atmosphere of faith, religious education is the engine room of the
missionary dynamic of the Catholic school as a whole. Religious education is religious also because its central
subject matter is ‘the comprehensive and systematic study of the mystery of God, of the life and

teachings of Jesus Christ, the teachings of his Church, the central beliefs that Catholics hold, the basis for them and
the relationship between faith and life’.( Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2000)

At the heart of Catholic education lies the Christian vision of the human person. This vision is expressed and
explored in religious education, which recognises the human person as one ‘created in “the image and likeness” of
God... unfaithful to God in original sin, but redeemed by Christ... [and] destined to eternal life’. Religious
education is religious because it is the bond of the whole curriculum. It is in faithful and engaging religious
education that a student can gradually appreciate other subjects as separate disciplines but find their rationale
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and unity within a Catholic religious vision of reality. ‘Therefore, religious education is never simply one subject
among many, but the foundation of the entire educational process.

RED, 2023

Compliance with the Religious Education Directory

The Religious Education Directory includes the programmes of study approved by the Bishops’ Conference for
the various age groups. The competence for approving these programmes of study is currently exercised by the
Department of Education and Formation, but the Bishops’ Conference can delegate this function to another
department, commission, or committee of the Conference.

Catholic schools are required to comply with the Religious Education Directory (full compliance is expected in
primary schools from September 2026,).

RED, 2023

Implications of the primacy of religious education in the curriculum

Religious education is to be properly organised, coordinated, taught, and resourced.

In primary schools there is to be a Coordinator of Religious Education who is to have at least parity in
status and remuneration with those of any other curriculum area.

RED, 2023
The importance of the Religious Educator

Holding all these threads together, is the religious educator. The vocation of teacher is a high calling in the
Church: ‘God has appointed in the Church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers’ (1 Cor 12:28). In any
school, the engagement of the teacher with the young at their critical formative period should evoke a sense of
privilege and awe. If Catholic schools are
places of human formation, the task of the teacher cannot be underestimated since it takes the human to form
the human. Time and again, the Church proclaims the irreplaceability of the teacher at the heart of education.
They are essential to a school’s success. It has become almost a truism that students listen more willingly to
witnesses than to teachers, and if they do listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.

Evangelii Nuntiandi

In the context of Catholic schools where many teachers of religious education are not Catholics, thereis a
need to articulate what authentic witness requires in this context. Authenticity requires first that teachers
should be able to witness to what they teach. For this reason, in a Catholic context, it remains desirable,
as far as possible, that teachers of religious education should be committed Catholics. Where religious
education is taught by a person who bears witness to their belief, they can bring the lived dimension of a
life in Christ into their classroom community. This leads to the second kind of authenticity that is
required: a genuine expertise in the subject of religious education. The teacher’s role is to lead out and
accompany their students on an intellectual journey. The theological literacy of teachers should not be
limited to the religious education classroom if the vision of Catholic schools as places of human formation
is to be realised. Across various dioceses, the teaching of religious education, particularly in the primary
sector, may at times be undertaken by colleagues who are not Catholic. Developing their skill set must
form a critical part of the professional development of the school and be embedded through reflection on
the ecclesial and pastoral values of the school’s mission. While our schools cannot demand unthinking



assent to the Catholic faith from staff, they should maximise access to resources and events that facilitate
appropriate levels of theological literacy. Finally, in the context of classrooms that are facilitating
intercultural dialogue, a third kind of authenticity is necessary. Religious education teachers need to
become guardians of dialogue. As schools become ‘ever more multicultural’, teachers are tasked with
‘helping people with different experiences to relate to each other... [to] act as mediators between such
people’. For this reason, they need ‘to offer shared perspectives, while respecting the individual nature of
different people’s development and world visions'.

If religious education classrooms are to become safe spaces to discuss difference, then it is religious
education teachers who create those spaces and guarantee their safety. Religious education teachers -
perhaps especially those for whom faith is a living reality - must not be brittle when they encounter
disagreement and dissent in their lessons. Ultimately, as well as being competent in subject knowledge, they
must be agile conductors of classroom debate, resilient custodians of religious wisdom, and sensitive
mentors to enquiring students. RED, 2023

Aims of Religious Education as stated in the RED 2023

To engage in a systematic study of the mystery of God, of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, the
teachings of the Church, the central beliefs that Catholics hold, the basis for them and the relationship
between faith and life.

To enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be able to
communicate this effectively.

To present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching to provide pupils with a sure guide
for living and the tools to critically engage with contemporary culture and society.

To give pupils an understanding of the religions and worldviews present in the world today and the skills
to engage in respectful and fruitful dialogue with those whose worldviews differ from their own.

To develop the critical faculties of pupils so to bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and
between faith and culture.

To stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the truth of the
Catholic faith to enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through religious education to their
understanding of other subjects in the curriculum.

The outcome of excellent Religious Education is:

The outcome of excellent religious education is religiously literate and consciously engaged young people
who have the knowledge, understanding, and skills - appropriate to their age and capacity - to reflect
spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who recognise the demands of religious commitment
in everyday life. RED 2023

“The task of handing on the faith to future generations is both the privilege and responsibility of the local
Church. It’s primary purpose to bring young people to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.”
Cardinal Basil Hume

The process for the delivery of Religious Education

Curriculum branches are the way this programme of study presents its model curriculum. The model



curriculum presents the expected outcomes in six curriculum branches that correspond to the six half-
terms of a school year. The model curriculum is rooted in the narrative of salvation history and leads our
pupils on ajourney in each year of schooling that gives a sequence to the learning. As they revisit each
branch in each year of school, they come to a deeper understanding of its significance for Catholic belief
and practice, which allows them to make links between the four knowledge lenses within the context of
the narrative of salvation history.

The new Religious Education Directory (RED) 'To Know You More Clearly' objectives are taught through
six curriculum strands for each year group:

Advent Term:
e Creation and Covenant
e Prophecy and Promise
Lent Term:
e Galilee to Jerusalem
e Desert to Garden

Pentecost Term:

e To the Ends of the Earth

e Dialogue and Encounter

Our children will explore their learning through four knowledge lenses:
e Hear/Word
e Believe/Creed
e Celebrate/Liturgy

e Live/Life

Skills for our children develop as they progress through the Religious Education programme:



Understand

Discern

Respond

In this way of knowing, you are
aiming to help pupils to be
able to understand deeply
the meaning of sacred texts,
religious beliefs, sacred rites,

In this way of knowing, you are
aiming to help pupils to be able
to judge wisely in response

to different interpretations of
the meaning, significance, and

In this way of knowing, you are
aiming to help pupils reflect
personally and with integrity
on what they have learned and
consider the implications for

E and the lives of individuals and implications of texts, beliefs, action these may have for their
-3 communities who are shaped rites, and ways of life so that own lives and the world in which
by these texts, beliefs, and rites. | they can arrive at justified they live.
conclusions about what is
true, what is good, and what is
beautiful.
In this way of knowing, pupils will | In this way of knowing, pupils In this way of knowing, you
deepen their understanding by | will increase in wisdom, through | will invite pupils to respond
developing the skills to: dialogue with others, by personally and with integrity by

+ Remember and apply the developing the skills to developing the skills to:
mednings of key texts, = Think creatively and = Reflect on the meaning of
beliefs, and concepts. critically, testing ideas by what they have learned far

« Provide explanations by imagining other possibilities. their own lives.
making links between + Compare different = Diclogue with others to

w religious texts, beliefs, and interpretations of religious understand themselves and

-E practices. exprassion, different ways others batter.

» | - interpret and analyse of celebrating rites, and - Imagine how their own
the meaning of texts, different ways of life, lives and the future of the
practices, and rituals and explaining differences within communities to which
their histarical and cultural and between religions and they belong could be
connections. worldviews. transformed by what they

« Critically evaluate have learned.
differences to arrive at wise
judgements about what is
true, what is good, and what
is beautiful.

« Retell inany form, a = Play with possibilities, asking + Reflect on the meaning of
narrative that corresponds ‘what if?” questions, saying what they have learned for
to the scripture source used, what they wonder about their own lives. Talk about
beginning to recognise the and suggesting answers, their own experiences,
different literary forms in imagining how they and feelings, and the things that
soripture. others are fesling. matter ta them, and listen

= Correctly use religious = Identify and nome their to others.
words and phrases to personal responses to a = Consider how their own
recognise features of variety of creative and lives and the future of the
religious life and practice. artistic exprassion (for communities to which

'T' + Recognise links and simple example, texts, stories, they belong could be

i connections between paintings, music..) and transformed by what they

3 sources, beliefs, worship say why they respond in have learnad.

< and life. that way. = Actto bring about

= Express a point of view with
a relevant reason.

= Express a preference with a
relevant reason

= Llisten to the stories and
experiences of others from
different cormmunities and
ask questions about the
stories and experiences of
others.

transformation in their

own lives and in the
communities to which they
belong, os a conseguence
of their learning.




Understand

Discern

Respond

Ages7-9

Describe a narrative that

is accurate in its sequence
and details, identifying
literary forrm and beginning
to understand the original
author's intention, drawing
out the moral sense of
scripture for today.
Correctly use developing
specialist vocabulary

to describe a range of
religious beliefs, symbols,
ond actions, correctly
identifying their meanings.
Make links between sources,
beliefs, worship, and life,
giving reasons for the links.

Play with possibilities,
asking 'what if** questions,
suggesting answers and
imagining consequences
and implications for
themselves and others.
Suggest meanings
considering the maker's
intention, in response to

a variety of creative and
artistic expression (for
example, texts, stories,
paintings, music..)
Express a point of view
with reasons that relate to
sources/experiences.
Express a judgement with
relevant reasons, having
considered different
preferances.

Explore people’s different
worldviews and the reasons
for their responses to

life and to questions of
meaning and purpose.

Reflect on the meaning of
what they have learned for
their own lives. Dialogue
with others about their
experiences and feelings
and the things that matter
to them, recognising the
ways in which this could
influence the way they live.
Consider how their own
lives and the future of the
communities to which
they belong could be
transformed by what they
have learned.

Act to bring about
transformation in their
own lives and in the
communities to which they
belong, as a consequence
of their learning.

Ages 9-11

Show understanding

of scripture passages,
identifying literary forms
and authorial intention and
beginning to recognise

the historical context of
the intended audience
and the ways in which the
interpretation of scripture
may change over time.

Use specialist (theclogical,
religious, and philosophical)
vocabulary to describe
and explain the meaning
of different religious and
secular beliefs, rituals,
symbaols, and actions.
Show understanding of
sources, beliefs, worship,
and life, by making relevant
links between tham.

Play with possibilities, asking
‘what if?" questions, building
lagical theories, and
imagining different people’s
responses.

Explore how they and
others interpret their own
and the maker's meaning,
in response to a variety

of creative and artistic
expression (for example,
texts, stories, paintings,
music stc)

Appreciate differing points
of view are not all equally
valid.

Articulate the reasans which
might lead to judgements
different to thair own,
recognising that some
questions are difficult to
answer.

Consider peopla‘s

diffarant worldviews,

using evidence to express
insight inta differences in
their responses and offer
reasoned arguments why
they disagree with some
features.

Reflect on the meaning of
what they have learned for
their own lives. Compare
thelr own and others’
experiences and feelings,
the things that matter to
them, and the ways in
which this may lead to
different ways of life.
Consider how their own
lives and the future of the
communities to which
they belong could be
transformed by what they
have learned.

Act to bring about
transformation in their
own lives and in the
communities to which they
belong, os a consequence
of their learning




Teaching and Learning

Our religious education aims to equip our children to become religiously literate, to understand our
Catholic faith and to think critically.

At St Edward’s Catholic Academy the new Religious Education Directory (RED) was implemented across
the whole school at the beginning of the 2023/24 academic year for all children from EYFS to Year 6.
We are following the Religious Education Directory (RED) and the content 'To Know You More Clearly'
in all classes.

Our curriculum is strongly rooted in scripture and follows the story of Jesus as we journey with Him
through His life, death and resurrection. It is designed for children to be curious and is an invitation to
'know Him more clearly'. We encourage an inquiry-based approach to RE, with our children asking
guestions and discovering through their units of learning. Through

reflecting on a ‘big question’ or ‘| wonder questions’ for each theme, children aim to discover their
response to each question.

The outcome of our Religious Education:

‘The outcome of Religious Education is religiously literate and consciously engaged young people who
have the knowledge, understanding and skills - appropriate to their age and capacity - to reflect
spiritually and think ethically and theologically, and who recognise the demands of religious commitment
in everyday life' (RED: To Know You More Clearly').

Teaching and learning strategies from across the curriculum can be appropriately adapted appropriately to
inspire the learning needs of pupils and to help foster children’s sense of awe and wonder.

Please see appendix 1 for our current 'Long Term Plan' overview.

Equal Opportunities, Inclusion and Differentiation

A central message of the Catholic faith is that although we are all different, God loves each one of us
equally, regardless of background, gender or ability. It is, therefore, vital that we recognise and cater for
the individual needs of our children, acknowledging that all children have different gifts and talents and
that these should be celebrated. Learning tasks should be matched to the abilities of our children to
enable them to achieve success, helping them to develop to their full potential and to develop a positive
self-image. We aim to ensure that resources do not reinforce any kind of stereotypes and that they do
reflect our own school community. It is important that our children are provided with images, which
reflect the multi-cultural society in which we live, enhancing their awareness and knowledge of other faiths
and cultures, respecting the rights of the individual at all times. This is essential in preparing our children to
take their places in a multi - cultural society. Children with special educational needs, whether they are
children with learning difficulties, or children who are able and talented in RE, will be presented with tasks
to suit their ability. Differentiation for these children may be in the amount of support offered by the
teaching and support staff, or tasks with varying levels of difficulty, including tasks which will extend the
more able children’s spirituality or knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the topic being
covered.

The governing body have wider responsibilities under the Equalities Act 2010 and will ensure that our
school strives to do the best for all of our pupils, irrespective of disability, educational needs, race,
nationality, ethnic or national origin, sex, gender identity, religion or sexual orientation or whether they are
looked after children.



Pupils With SEND

All pupils, including those with disabilities and specific needs, are entitled to experience a rich and ambitious
RE curriculum. The Religious Education Directory Guidance for Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities
document identifies five areas of engagement for pupils with SEND to support in their development of
new skills, knowledge and concepts within the RE curriculum. These five areas are:

e Exploration

e Realisation

e Anticipation

o Persistence

e Initiation
Progress through the five areas of engagement can be measured by identifying how established the pupil
is in each area of engagement. This will differ for each pupil according to their need as set out in their
Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP). The different areas of engagement can be grouped into the Ways
of Knowing to aid planning and participation in Religious Education.

Below is a model for how to achieve this at the beginning of a branch to promote engagement for pupils
with SEND.

Explore
(Understanding)
Exploration

¢ Build on an initial reaction to the main
focus

¢ Identify which stimuli or activity provides
interest or curiosity

* Continues to be responsive to
stimulus/focus

e Exploratory behaviours to investigate the
focus/stimulus?

Find out more
(Discerning)

Persistence

Finding out more

Determination to interact — shown in
gaze, posture, hand movement
Perseverance

Sustain attention of the focus or
activity to find out more and interact
more

Actively trying to find out more about

Realisation the focus of the activity or stimulus?
¢ Awe and Wonder ¢ Maintains an activity long enough to
e Emotions develop, reinforce and apply skills or

* Encourage emotions realisation, surprise,
delight, amazement.

e What emotion is new as more of the
focus is explored?

¢ Interaction with the focus activity and
how it is presented

¢ Wanting more control

* Using new skills for different/new focus

knowledge to achieve a desired
outcome

e Engagement and excitement
Anticipation Act
e Knowing (Responding)
¢ Familiar routine in an exploration of the Initiation
focus activity. e Action

¢ Anticipate routines for learning.

* Predicts, expects or associates a stimulus
or activity with an event. Stimulate
learning - Auditory (what they hear),
tactile (what they feel) and visual (what
they see).

¢ Knowing what has been done previously
such as drawing, reading, talking helps
them from - to the start of a task or to
finish a task.

e Cues or prompts to support awareness

¢ Reduced cues and prompts

¢ |s the prediction because of their previous
knowledge, experience or skill?

¢ Cause and effect to develop memory
and sequencing

Spontaneous and independent
during an activity without direction
Initiate an action with the stimulus or
activity to bring about a desired
outcome

Understand how to create an impact
on learning environment in order to
achieve a desired outcome.

Prompt another person to do an
action?

Establish the development of
independence




Lessons at St Edward'’s are adapted to ensure all children can access the learning in Religious Education.
This adaptation is creative and tailored to the individual needs of the pupils. Differentiation for children
with SEND should not be done purely on their ability to read and write, but on their understanding of the
key knowledge and skills and the expectations set out in the RED.

Assessing and Recording Achievement

As a Catholic school our main concern is with the development of:
e the whole child
e the formation of the Christian character
e the ability to take their place in society;

e the fulfillment of academic potential

To this end, the profiling of the pupil’'s whole person development is as important as the assessment of
academic outcomes. We use assessment against the expected end of year outcomes as a guide to pupil
attainment and use this in line with our Assessment for learning policy. Teachers report pupil attainment
on ‘Insight’, the platform we use to record assessment in all subject areas. We use ‘driver words' as part
of our teaching and assessment of R.E. learning to help our children to be part of the assessment process

and to help them to progress.

Understand

Discern

Respond

The following list gives an indication of the ways in which these skills develop through the use of ‘driver
words and phrases’ that are applied progressively as pupils move through the different age-phases

of the curriculurn content:

Driver words and phrases

« Recognise.. texts, belisfs,
rites, ways of life.

= Name.

= Rermnember.

= Recall.

= Reteali.

« Dascribe..

= Make links..

= Explain.

= Show understanding..

- Interpret within a historical
context.

Play with possibilities, asking
‘what if? questions.

Say what they wonder
about.

Recognise similarities and
differences.

Point out what is the same
and whdt js different
Express a point of view or o
praference.

Listen to different
viewpoints.

Suppaort g preference with
reqasons.

Explain differences.
Construct arguments.
Welgh strengths and
weaoknesses.

Arrive at justified
conclusions.

Recognise comiplexity
with referance to differant
interpretations and
historical context,

Talk about their awn
feelings and experiances,
Respond personally to
guestions that are difficult
to answer.

Make links between their
own feelings and beliefs
and their behaviour or way
of life.

Compare their own and
other peoples' responses.
Explain differences of

belief and ways of life

with reference to religious
commitments.

Critically reflect on their own
beliefs and ways of life in
responsa to dialogue with
others.

Respond with integrity to
persenal conciusions about
guestions of value and
meaning.
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Reporting to parents is through written reports where R.E. is a discrete subject and through opportunities
to discuss the reports with parents. There are also opportunities to share progress in

R.E. through Parents’ Consultation Evenings. Parents are able to view their child/ren’s R.E. books at this
time as well as during an ‘open evening'.

Information Technology

All classes have access to a smartboard/lpads/laptops, which will be used to enhance R.E. teaching and
learning.

How Schools will be Inspected

All Catholic schools, academies and colleges are subject to canonical inspection by their diocesan bishop.
Some schools and academies are subject to a Section 48 or 50 inspection (or their academy equivalents)
and for those schools the canonical inspection fulfils this statutory function.

Section 5 and section 28 inspectors must not inspect religious education or the content of collective
worship. This is the legal prerogative of the Catholic Bishop.

An inspection under the National Framework makes judgements on the Catholic life and mission of the
school, religious education, and collective worship. Schools will be inspected every 5 years if Good or
better.

When inspecting religious education, inspectors will consider and evaluate:

¢  Pupil outcomes: how well pupils achieve and enjoy their learning in religious education.

e Provision: the quality of teaching, learning and assessment in religious education.

e Leadership: how well leaders and governors promote, monitor, and evaluate the provision for

religious education.

(CSI Handbook-Inspection)
Right of withdrawal from RE

Parents have the right of withdrawal from RE for their children. The school has a separate Policy for the
Withdrawal from RE.

RE In-service

All Teachers are encouraged to secure Catholic Teachers Certificate ( CCRS) qualification in R.E. It is expected
that the R.E. Co-ordinator and all aspiring to Senior Leadership in Catholic schools will obtain this.

We allocate one INSET day each academic year to the Catholicity of the school when we meet for a shared
INSET day with the other Catholic schools within Saint Ralph Sherwin Trust. This policy was drawn up in
consultation with the staff and governors of St Edward’s Catholic Academy and will be reviewed on a two-
yearly basis.

Governors are responsible for the R.E. Curriculum.

The school governors are informed and involved in the religious education at St Edward’s Catholic
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Academy and are present at masses and important celebrations in our school calendar. This is managed by
the RE subject leader, Assistant Headteachers and Headteacher and on a day- to-day basis.

This policy outlines the aims and implementation of religious education taught at our school. It is the
responsibility of all staff to put this policy into practice with the support and encouragement of each
other and the advice and training provided by senior leaders and our Diocese.
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